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Kuwait is hosting the World Crafts Forum 2026 following its designation
in 2025 as a World Craft City for Al-Sadu weaving under the World Crafts

Council’s global programme. This recognition reflects Kuwait’s commitment

to safeguarding living heritage, empowering artisans, and integrating crafts

within the creative economy.

Inspired by Al-Sadu weaving, the Forum’s visual identity reflects the strength
of tradition, the interweaving of culture and creativity, and Kuwait’s role
as a bridge between heritage and future-oriented cultural development.
Hosting the Forum positions Kuwait as a regional platform for dialogue,
knowledge exchange, and international cooperation in crafts, sustainability,

and cultural policy.
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The World Crafts Council AISBL is an international non-profit organisation
registered in Belgium, founded in 1964, and dedicated to the promotion,
preservation, and advancement of crafts worldwide. In 2024, the Council
marked its 60th anniversary during the World Crafts Forum held in New
Delhi, reflecting six decades of global engagement with artisans, cultural
institutions, and governments.

The institutional relationship between the World Crafts Council and the
State of Kuwait dates back to 2012, when Dr. Ghada Hijjawi-Qaddumi,
a Kuwaiti national, was elected to leadership within the WCC Asia Pacific
Region, leading to the establishment of the regional headquarters in Kuwait.
Since then, Kuwait—supported by the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL)—has served as a trusted platform for international craft
dialogue. This legacy continues as Kuwait assumes a foundational role in the
establishment of the WCC Arab States Region, reaffirming its commitment
to cultural leadership, heritage stewardship, and sustainable creative
economies.
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The World Crafts Forumis a periodic international convening held
under the auspices of the World Crafts Council AISBL, designed to

bring together diverse stakeholders around focused dialogue on
contemporary issues affecting the crafts sector. The Forum provides
a structured space for exchange between practitioners, policymakers,
cities, and institutions, facilitating comparative perspectives, regional
insights, and forward-looking discussions that inform collective

priorities and declarations related to the future of crafts.
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The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) serves as
Kuwait’s principal publicbodyforcultural policy, heritage safeguarding,
and creative sector development. Mandated to advance arts, literature,
and intellectual production, NCCAL oversees national museums,
archaeological sites, and major cultural platforms, while supporting
publishing, festivals, and international cultural exchange. Through
strategic programming and public access initiatives, the Council
positions culture as a pillar of national identity and social development.
NCCAL also plays a central role in shaping Kuwait’s cultural diplomacy,
fostering regional and global partnerships that strengthen dialogue,
creativity, and the sustainable growth of the cultural and creative

economy.
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Al-Qurain Cultural Festival
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Founded in 1994 by the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL), the Al-Qurain Cultural Festivalis Kuwait’s flagship annual
cultural event and one of the most prominent arts platforms in the
Arab region. Held over several weeks each year, the festival presents
a diverse programme of theatre productions, musical performances,
visual-arts exhibitions, literary forums, intellectual seminars, and
heritage initiatives. Italso servesasanational stage forhonoringleading
cultural figures through state awards and recognition programmes.
By bringing together Kuwaiti, Arab, and international creators, the
festival strengthens cultural dialogue, promotes artistic innovation,
and reinforces Kuwait’s role as a regional center for culture, creativity,
and intellectual exchange.
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Kuwait Petroleum Corporation and Subsidiaries
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Established in 1980, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) is the state-
owned entity responsible for the integrated management of Kuwait’s
petroleum sector, overseeing the exploration, production, refining,
petrochemicals, and international marketing of hydrocarbons through
its subsidiaries.

Through its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) framework, KPC
advances sustainable development, community engagement, cultural
initiatives, and social impact programmes alongside responsible and
environmentally sound energy practices.
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AlSadu Societyis a pioneering cultural institution dedicated to
safeguarding, documenting, and revitalizing Sadu weaving, one of
Kuwait’s most significant forms of intangible cultural heritage. Based
at Sadu House in Kuwait City, the Society works across research,
education, exhibitions, and community-based training to ensure the
transmission of traditional knowledge to new generations. AlSadu
Society plays a leading role in integrating craft within contemporary
cultural discourse through programmessuch as Insij, artistresidencies,
and international collaborations. Recognized by UNESCO for its
safeguarding practices, the Society positions Sadu as a living practice
that connects heritage, creativity, Craftsmanship, and sustainable
cultural development.
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Panels Topic Details
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Crafts, Compassion & Commerce
World Craft Cities as Engines of Local Socio-Economic Systems

Panel Focus:

This session examines how World Craft Cities function as living economic systems
rooted in people, place, and cultural knowledge. It explores how policy frameworks,
ethical markets, education, and tourism linkages translate compassion for heritage and
communities into viable commerce, employment, and resilient local economies.
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Panel 2 dudall

Monday | 2 Feb 2026 — 11:00-11:50 — MM ld I | iyl

Crafts in the Creative Economy
Policy, Protection & Creative Market Integration

Panel Focus:

Positioning crafts within national and regional creative economy frameworks, this
panel addresses intellectual property, authenticity, and policy mechanisms that ensure
equitable participation for artisans while enabling innovation, market access, and
sustainable growth.
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Panel 3 duudall
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Craft, Identity & Soft Power
Cities, Tourism & Cultural Diplomacy

Panel Focus:

This session explores crafts as tools of soft power, cultural branding, and international
engagement. It highlights how cities and institutions leverage crafts to strengthen
tourism, cultural diplomacy, and global visibility while reinforcing identity and cross-
cultural dialogue.
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From Policy to Practice
Institutional Partnerships & City-Led Craft Systems

Panel Focus:

Focusing on implementation, this panel highlights how municipalities, institutions,
and craft communities collaborate to build functioning craft ecosystems. It examines

governance models, funding mechanisms, and partnerships that translate policy into
action on the ground.
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Panel 5 dudall
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Regional Reflections
Arab States Perspectives on the Creative Economy

Panel Focus:

A comparative regional dialogue addressing shared challenges and opportunities across
Arab States craft ecosystems, including sustainability, youth engagement, tourism, and
market access—feeding directly into the Kuwait Declaration.
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Panel 6 duudall
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Crafts as Living Heritage
Artisans, Knowledge & Continuity

Panel Focus:

This session foregrounds artisans as knowledge holders and custodians of living heritage.
Through lived experiences, it highlights how craft knowledge is transmitted, renewed,

and sustained across generations, informing policy, education, and creative economy
strategies.
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Panel 7 duudall
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Crafting the Future
Technology, Ethics & the Digital Shift

Panel Focus:

Examining how digital tools—Al, platforms, documentation, and traceability—are
reshaping crafts, this panel addresses ethical questions around ownership, authenticity,
and cultural integrity, positioning technology as an enabler rather than a disruptor.
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Panel 8 duudall

Tuesday | 3 Feb 2026 — 12:00-12:50 — M. plps P2 Gl

Sustainable Fashion & Craft Futures
Climate, Circularity & Responsible Design

Panel Focus:

Focusing on craft-led fashion and design, this session addresses climate responsibility,
circularity, and SDG-aligned production. It explores how traditional knowledge informs
low-impact, ethical, and resilient fashion and creative industries.
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Panel 9 duudall

Tuesday | 3 Feb 2026 = 14:00-14:50 — I PETET G PANES]

Markets, Livelihoods & Equitable Value Chains
From Craft Production to Sustainable Income

Panel Focus:

This panel focuses on fair and resilient markets for artisans and craft communities,
addressing value chains, pricing, procurement, ethical trade, tourism-linked markets,
and the role of institutions and partnerships in ensuring sustainable livelihoods.
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Panel 10 duuudAall
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From Dialogue to Commitment
Crafts, Policy & Collective Action

Panel Focus:
A focused, forward-looking dialogue synthesising key Forum insights, identifying shared

regional priorities, and framing actionable commitments that will feed directly into the
Draft Kuwait Declaration.
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Parallel & Evening Programmes

TR oyl )

International Craft Market (1-3 Feb) — National Museum of Kuwait (Open to the Public).
(dole 6gcall) (qiygall gilngll canioll — (plé 3-1) Wpal)  gall Gguul

Documentary Film Screening (2 Feb, 20:00) — Kuwait National Museum Theatre.
gl cygall anio ppuo — (2luo 8:00 lps ) \SLQ_‘lqu alio yAayc

Walking Tour of Al-Mubarakiya (3 Feb, evening).
(2luao s 3) dxsylall Gouw (b dx5La5 dlga

WCC Exhibition Area — “60 Years of the World Crafts Council®.
() qollell yulaall o Lolc 60» — W¥jal) allellyulagllyayeo dihio
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Masterclass Workshops at Sadu House

,;_J‘wgw»wau;,,

As part of the World Crafts Forum - Kuwait 2026, Sadu House hosts
a full day of masterclass workshops highlighting traditional craft

knowledge and hands-on learning led by master practitioners.
g2l e LAl 1w 2026 ¢ gAall - —oJlell vy allgaiio wl Uled y o
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Venue: Sadu House | Date: 2 February 2026
2026 plpo 2 :agytl | gaud] cay ¢yl

Workshop 1

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM | 10:00 [;alh 12:00 - Lalua

Led by / .aJ16i:
Insij Programme Instructors | quui] ol gjao

These workshops introduce participants to selected Sadu weaving
and embroidery techniques, focusing on basic skills, materials, and
traditional methods practiced within the Insij training programme.

&0 (gl d_Aala cluyao o 6)Lido eolaidiy gudyUiitall GiygJl 01 a j_o)
62 diealld yadai)l L wllg el olddlg ddu wlwll aljladll g Lc j 14yill
Al gl aoUp y—oua

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM | 10:00 ljalA 12:00 - (Alua

Led by / .aJ14i:
Aseel Al-Shaer |yl Juwl

This workshop introduces participants to Tatreez, the traditional
Palestinian embroidery practice, focusing on symbolism, stitch
techniques, and cultural narratives embedded in textile heritage.
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12:00 PM - 2:00 PM | 12:00 2luo 2:00 - ljalAs

Led by / .aJ145:

S S
‘/'/,,’\4\: Ahmad Sweidan | (jlaygu 2aal
e

This hands-on session explores Egyptian decorative textile
traditions, introducing participants to appliqué and stitching
techniques associated with Khayamiyya craftsmanship.
CILLLQJ"“W,O:]_ﬁJq‘L”gm.aJlk.Sl_éJijJIGU.LUJ." Ul 2 W65 delaidl duiygl oia  Jgliii
[dgbAJld dinyd Inbyalljp <Jig a relnill
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4:00 - 6:00 PM | 4:00 - 6:00 cluwo

Led by / .aJa4i:
Ziad Othman | ¢laic abj

This workshop examines mosaic as a shared language between fine
artand craft,allowing participants to experiment with composition,
materiality,and pattern-making.
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Workshop 5
=
)

6:00 - 8:00 PM | 6:00 - 8:00 clwo

Led by / .aJ145:
Aisha Rabeea | dewuj diidlc

N = W <
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An introductory session on Naqda, a traditional metal-thread
embroidery technique, focusing on materials, foundational
stitches, and its cultural use in ceremonial and festive garments.
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International Craft Market

NN

Location: National Museum of Kuwait

Held in parallel with the World Crafts Forum from1-3 February 2026, the International
Craft Market takes place at the National Museum of Kuwait, daily from 10:00 AM to 1:00
PM and from 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM, in collaboration with Gardenia, and is open to the public.

The market brings together approximately 30 international and local artisans, offering a platform
for direct engagement with handmade works and traditional techniques, while supporting ethical

trade, cultural exchange, and sustainable artisan livelihoods.
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22.
23.
24,
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27.
28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.

Algeria

Bahrain

Belgium

Canada

Chile

China

Egypt

India

Jordan
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon
Malaysia
Mali
Mexico
Morocco

New Zealand
Nigeria
Oman
Pacific Islands
(regional representation)
Palestine
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Russia
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Sudan
Switzerland
Syria
Tunisia

Turkey
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States of America

Yemen
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Countries Represented at the Forum
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Venues & Map Key

Koy S iy S31.0)

Kuwait National Museum — Craft Market / Theatre Screening

ra-LmJlLJDJ-C/t_Qj.?Jl\gg_w—u-lmgng_ﬁjl S

Bayt AIBader — Opening Dinner (Invitation Only)

(dunla 8gcall) pliidVl e Lite — jadl e

Museum Park

Sadu House — Workshops & Masterclasses
doadiall yugyallg Jaell g — gaudl cuy

National Library of Kuwait — Panel Venue
dyjlgadl ludall 8go — duilngll cugall dyis
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World Crafts Forum - Kuwait 2026 convenes crafts leaders,
policymakers, scholars, cultural institutions, and artisans for
an international dialogue on the role of crafts in the creative
economy

The central theme of this edition is Crafts in the Creative
Economy.

Cradfts in the Creative Economy
Shaping Socio-Economic Resilience, Cultural Identity, and
Sustainable Futures in the Arab States and Beyond.
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Disclaimers: WCC AISBL does not endorse any product, service, brand, or company,
AND UNESCO also does not endorse any product, service, brand, or company.

The organizers remain the rights to change the program without any prior intimation.



