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Innovation in Tradition

| am pleased to present Sadi 2019, the Sadu Art and
Design Initiative, which aims at encouraging creativity and
innovation in textile arts. The basics of this idea started in
the eighties, through a collaboration with renowned artist,
Sami Mohammad, to introduce new Sadu design. In 2016,
the idea of exploring modern interpretations of the ancient
craft took on a serious note and was renewed within a new
framework, SADI.

UNESCO'’s 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, notes
for the first time that culture through cultural heritage and
creativity is an important tool for social, economic and
creative development.

SADI reflects Al Sadu Society's efforts in preserving
Kuwait's cultural heritage, as well as employing a
significant element of it, Sadu, in highlighting cultural
identity, diversity and artistic expression. Through the
final works, the participating artists reveal their reflections
and interpretations of Sadu. The works presented in the
third exhibition reflect their artistic expression in the
development of textile traditions.

Cultural heritage does not only involve the past, it touches
the present and extends with us to the future.

Altaf Salem Al Ali Al Sabah
Patron and Honorary President - Al Sadu Society
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About SADI

SADI is an ambitious program envisioned by Al Sadu Society
to encourage creativity and innovation in textile arts and design
for artists in Kuwait. The diverse textures and techniques, rich
colors and bold symbolism found in textiles add to our growing
appreciation and recognition of textiles as a contemporary fine
art, and have led Sheikha Altaf Salem Al Sabah and the Al Sadu
team to introduce this initiative. The main goal of SADI 2019

is to revisit this idea of sustainability by challenging the artists
to create pieces that reflect environmental sustainability in
practicality, message, or both.

As part of this year's prgram, our artists engaged in a variety

of talks with some of the most prestigious creative leaders in
Kuwait, as well as esteemed members of the Al Sadu Society,
who volunteered their time to give our artists a more holistic

understanding of the art of sadu. Below is an overview of the
talks and speakers.

Sadu Weaving: History & Art
by Shaikha Altaf AlSabah and Sami Mohammed

The Traditional Art of Weaving
by master weavers Mutaira, Um Mohammed, and Um Turki

Sadu & Sustainability
by Bader AlMansour

Block Printing & Motifs
by Zainab Allbrahim and Haya AlAbdulkareem

Textile Arts: A Modern Perspective
by Naheda AlBagsami, Haifa AIMughni & Manal AlMaymouni
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The Artists
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Abdullah Al Saleh

Abdullah is a self-taught portrait photographer, born
and raised in Kuwait. Having an Algerian mother and
a Kuwaiti father has allowed him to experience two
completely different cultures, which is where a lot of
his inspiration comes from.

Abdullah uses photography as a tool to connect with
individuals and as an outlet to pose arguments and
instigate thought. He tends to work closely with his
subjects to produce work that is authentic in emotion,
and allows viewers to interpret each image through
their own lens. He holds a Bachelor of Science in
Advertising & Integrated Marketing Communications
from Pace University in New York City.
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Fadha Al Omar

Fadah is a videographer and illustrator, who has
embraced her art as a form of holistic therapy. She
enjoys turning her scribbles and doodles into works
that carry a message and meaning. Fadah has
worked on several installations, including “Light Play:
Here | See Colors,” an interactive light installation
done for Prism. Fadah holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Mass Communication degree from Gulf University of
Science and Technology.
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Jawad Al Tabtabai

Jawad is an architect and Professor in the department
of architecture at Kuwait University. He holds a B.A.

in Architecture from the University of North Carolina,
where he was the recipient of the Best Architectural
Design Project and the Excellence in Architectural
Representation awards.

Jawad also holds a Master of Science in Advanced
Architecture Design from Columbia University, where
he received the Lowenfish Prize for his final studio
project. He has recently completed his Ph.D. studies
at Texas A&M University where his research proposed
a real-time dynamic assessment and presentation
method for parametric-BIM-based models.
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Munirah Al Shami

Munirah is a multimedia designer, whose creative
process is largely driven by the element of mixed
media. Through her work, Munirah strives to look

for ways in which she can combine different elements
together, whether conceptually or in terms of the
mediums used.

Her aesthetic tends to include both raw and human
elements, and is often connected to modern,
digital, time-based media. She is fascinated by
thought processes, and this is reflected in how she
approaches each project - with a question, a journey,
or an ongoing design equation. Munirah holds a
Bachelor of Arts in Multimedia Design from the
American University of Sharjah.
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Mishari Al Najjar

Mishari is a practicing architect in Babnimnim Design
Studio. With a particular interest in storytelling, his
work ranges from digital illustrations paired with
various narratives, to interactive community exercises.

He is also the co-founder of IN NARRATIVE, a
multidisciplinary platform merging the realms of
architecture and storytelling through exhibitions,
workshops, and writings. Mishari holds a Bachelor
of Architecture degree with a minor in Urban Design
from the American University of Sharjah.
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“To tap into the well of knowledge that is
Sadu House, something | never thought |
would say. SADI 2019 has allowed me to do
just that, from meeting with different artists,
weavers and researchers to accessing the
house’s archives. This has proved to be an
experience well worth the time and effort
and is highly recommended for any designers
interested in weaving and Sadu.”

- Mishari Al Najjar
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Bibi Duaij Al Sabah
Chairperson of Al Sadu Society

Ksenia Graovac
Al Sadu Society Program Director

Sahar Abdulrasoul
SADI 2019 Project Manager

Nawar Al Kazmi
SADI 2019 Exhibition Curator

Mariam Mandani
Graphic Designer
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